
A CEREMONIAL CARVED IVORY KRIS HANDLE
A CEREMONIAL CARVED IVORY KRIS HANDLE DEPICTING THE WRATHFUL WAYANG GOD BIMA 

MADURA, EASTERN JAVA
ONCE SET WITH SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES

18TH/19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 9CM LONG – 3½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

PROBABLY NO SINGLE OBJECT SO EMBODIES THE MYTHOLOGICAL, SPIRITUAL, ARTISTIC AND TECHNICAL IDEAS OF
INDONESIAN SOCIETY AS DOES THE KRIS. A JAVANESE PROVERB LISTS 5 THINGS ESSENTIAL TO A MAN’S HAPPINESS:

WISMA (HOUSE), WANITAL (WOMAN), KUKILA (SINGING BIRD), TURONGGA (HORSE), AND CURIGA (KRIS). NO OTHER
OBJECT STIMULATES AS MUCH INTEREST OR IS HELD IN SUCH ESTEEM AND AWE. THE JESUIT TOMÉ PIRES COMMENTED
IN 1515 THAT ‘EVERY MAN IN JAVA, RICH OR POOR, MUST HAVE A KRIS IN HIS HOUSE, AND A LANCE AND A SHIELD, AND NO

MAN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 12 AND 80 MAY GO OUT OF DOORS WITHOUT A KRIS IN HIS BELT’.

 


