
AN ITALIAN CARVED WHITE LARVA CAMEO OF THE GOD ZEUS
AN ITALIAN CARVED WHITE LARVA CAMEO OF THE GOD ZEUS 

MID 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 8CM DIA. – 3 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

BY THE 19TH CENTURY BRITISH CONNOISSEURS HAD ASSEMBLED THE RICHEST COLLECTIONS OF CLASSICAL
ANTIQUITIES OUTSIDE ROME. THE GRAND TOUR ACQUISITIONS OF THE 18TH CENTURY LED TO A FASHION FOR ‘AFTER

THE ANTIQUE’. EUROPEAN CRAFTSMEN AND THEIR WORKSHOPS WERE KEPT BUSY SUPPLYING THE NEW DEMAND FOR
SCULPTURE AND OBJECTS MODELLED ON KNOWN ANTIQUITIES. LARVA, SHELL, GLASS AND AGATE CAMEO’S, AND

PLAQUES SUCH AS THOSE PRODUCED BY WEDGWOOD IN HIS BLUE AND WHITE JASPER WARE, WERE HUGELY POPULAR
AND COULD BE AFFORDED AND COLLECTED BY THE MANY WHO COULD NOT BUY MARBLES AND BRONZES.

 


