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19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 95CM HIGH, 74CM WIDE – 37½ INS HIGH, 29 INS WIDE
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LITERATURE

CONSIDERED TO BE THE ARCHETYPAL MARINE TURTLE ‘CHELONIA MYDAS’ IS THE LARGEST OF THE HARD SHELLED
SPECIES. IT IS FOUND IN ALL THE TROPICAL OCEANS AND IS STILL OF GREAT ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE TO INDIGENOUS

COASTAL PEOPLES. IT HAS BEEN CALLED ‘THE MOST VALUABLE REPTILE IN THE WORLD’ BY ARCHIE CARR AN EXPERT ON
THE SPECIES. 

WHEN EUROPEANS FIRST PENETRATED TO THE TROPICAL SEAS IN THE RENAISSANCE AGE OF DISCOVERY IN MANY
CASES IT WAS THE GREEN TURTLE THAT KEPT THEM ALIVE. THESE BIG SUCCULENT REPTILES ABOUNDED IN MANY

AREAS AND COULD BE CAPTURED WITHOUT ANY EQUIPMENT OR SKILL, SIMPLY TURNING THEM ON THEIR BACKS WHEN
THEY EMERGED FROM THE SEA TO LAY THEIR EGGS. MAN’S EXPLOITATION OF THE TURTLES BECAME INTENSIVE FOR

GENERATIONS, BUT THIS BEAUTIFUL STREAMLINED CREATURE IS NOW MOSTLY PROTECTED AND POPULATIONS IN THE
WILD ARE BEING INCREASED BY THE RELEASE OF HATCHLINGS BRED IN CAPTIVITY.

 


