Finch & C°

A SUPERB AND LARGE BURMESE CARVED IVORY HANDLE DEPICTING A KALA OR MONSTER

ASUPERB AND LARGE BURMESE CARVED IVORY HANDLE DEPICTING AKALAOR MONSTER
WITH AFLORAL DECORATED SILVER COLLAR
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16CMHIGH, 6.5CM DEEP, 5CMWIDE — 674 INS HIGH, 2V2INS DEEP, 2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THERE ARE MANY TYPES OF INDONESIAN KRIS HILTS INSPIRED BY ANIMAL, BIRD, DIVINE OR HUMAN FIGURES WHICH ARE
PORTRAYED BOTH NATURALISTICALLY AND IN AN ABSTRACT WAY. THEY CAN BE CARVED FROMDEER HORN, ELEPHANT
IVORY OR ELEPHANT TEETH, OR MADE FROMWOOD OR METAL. WITH ITS IMPLICATIONS OF POTENCY THE KRIS OCCUPIES
AUNIQUE POSITION IN INDONESIAN SOCIETY AND BELIEF. MANY KRIS ARE REPUTED TO HAVE THE POWER TO WARN
THEIR OWNERS OF IMPENDING DISASTER. CERTAINLY THE KRIS WAS ASYNMBOL OF THE POWER AND SPIRITUAL
QUALITIES OF ARULER, AND WAS THOUGHT TO BE HIS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE, WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR THE
IMPORTANCE OF KRIS IN ROYAL COLLECTIONS.

TRADITIONALLY AKRIS SHOULD NOT BE BOUGHT, BUT GIFTED OR INHERITED. HOWEVER SOMETIMES ANEW OWNER OF A
KRIS WILL MAKE ANEW GRIP OR SHEATH THUS FEW BLADES, WHICH ARE MORE DURABLE THAN THE HILT, ARE TODAY
ASSEMBLED WITH THEIR ORIGINAL FITTINGS.



