Finch & C°

COLLECTION OF TEN WOOD CARVINGS FROM THE ALTAR PIECE BY GRINLING GIBBONS IN ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, LONDON

ACURIOUS AND INTERESTING COLLECTION OF TEN WOOD CARVINGS FROMTHE ALTAR PIECE BY
GRINLING GIBBONS IN ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL, LONDON
NOW CONTAINED IN AGLASS CASE WITH ALABEL READING: ‘GENUINE GRINLING GIBBONS CARVINGS' SOLD WITH A
WOOD CROSS MADE FROMPIECES OF STAINED GLASS FROMST PAUL’S, AN INSCRIPTION TO THE REVERSE READING ‘ST
PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 1941-2 WAR DAMAGE’, ACHURCH WARDENS PIPE FOUND UNDER THE FLOOR, APIECE OF SHRAPNEL
FROMTHE CATHEDRAL ROOF, AND AN OYSTER FOSSIL FOUND IN THE STONE ST PAUL’'S
THE CARVINGS LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: CASE: 53.5CMWIDE, 32.5CMDEEP, 8CMHIGH — 21 INS WIDE, 12% INS DEEP, 3 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

GRINLING GIBBONS (1648-1721) WAS AN OUTSTANDING WOOD CARVER WHO BY 1680 HAD BEEN PRESENTED TO
CHARLES Il AND MADE ‘THE KING'S CARVER'. ALTHOUGH HE ALSO WORKED IN MARBLE, STONE AND BRONZE; VERTUE
SAYS THAT ‘HE WAS NEITHER WELL SKILLED OR PRACTISED IN MARBLE OR BRONZE FOR WHICH WORK HE EMPLOYED

THE BEST ARTISTS HE COULD PROCURE'.

HOWEVER, HIS WOOD CARVING WAS SO FINE THAT IT WAS SAID APOT OF CARVED FLOWERS ABOVE HIS HOUSE IN
LONDON WOULD TREMBLE FROMTHE MOTION OF PASSING COACHES. HE WAS EMPLOYED BY SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN
TOWORK ON ST PAUL’'S CATHEDRAL AND HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WOOD WORK ON THE CHOIR STALLS, CHOIR

SCREEN AND ORGAN CASE, AS WELL AS AN ALTAR PIECE WHICH WAS BOVB DAMAGED DURING THE BLITZIN THE

SECOND WORLD WAR, AND FROMWHICH THESE SURVIMING FRAGMVENTS HAVE COMVE.



