
A COLLECTION OF FOUR SOLOMON ISLANDS SPINNING OR TROLLING HOOKS
A COLLECTION OF FOUR SOLOMON ISLANDS SPINNING OR TROLLING HOOKS 

WITH CARVED CLAM SHELL SHANKS AND CARVED TORTOISESHELL POINTS, USED FOR CATCHING BONITO 
PEARL SHELL, TORTOISESHELL, COCONUT FIBRE AND HEMP

LATE 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 16.5CM LONG – 6½ INS LONG (MAX.)

13.5CM LONG – 5¼ INS LONG (MIN.)

 
LITERATURE

PROBABLY ORIGINATING FROM MALAITA OR ULAWA ISLAND, THE SHAPE OF THE SHANK ON THESE HOOKS IS CARVED TO
RESEMBLE A FISH. BONITO (SARDA CHILENSIS) IS A TYPE OF MACKEREL UP TO 30 INCHES LONG THAT TOGETHER WITH
SHARK WERE OF GREAT ECONOMIC AND RITUAL IMPORTANCE IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. THE FIRST BONITO OF THE

SEASON WAS CONSIDERED SACRED AND A BOY’S FIRST CATCH WAS A MOMENTOUS EVENT IN HIS INITIATION INTO
MANHOOD.

 


