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A RARE MARSHAL ISLANDS, MICRONESIA, TROLLING LURE HOOK

PEARL SHELL SHANK AND PIERCED POINT, HACKLE AND BINDING OF FIBRE STRANDS, TWISTED FIBRE SNOOD
19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 9.5CM LONG – 3¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THESE TROLLING LURE HOOKS HAVE A DISTINCTIVE FORM THAT APPEARS TO BE UNIQUE TO THE MARSHAL ISLANDS.
NOW A REPUBLIC THESE REMOTE MICRONESIAN ISLANDS LIE IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC OCEAN. THESE HOOKS WERE

MADE FOR USE ON TRADITIONAL FISHING EXPEDITIONS THAT REQUIRED SEVERAL NIGHTS TO BE SPENT AT SEA AND FOR
WHICH STRONG CANOES WERE BUILT USING SHELL TOOLS. ‘SEA CHARTS’ WERE USED IN A REMARKABLE FORM OF

NAVIGATION CONSISTING OF A FRAMEWORK OF STICKS WITH SMALL SHELLS ATTACHED TO INDICATE ISLAND POSITIONS,
WHICH ACTED AS AN AIDE MEMOIRE FOR THE HUNTERS IN LOCATING CURRENTS, REEFS, FISH, ATOLLS AND ISLANDS

AND IN NAVIGATING A HOMEWARD VOYAGE.

 


