
A RARE AND UNUSUAL TONGAN HEADREST ‘KALI KOFE’
A RARE AND UNUSUAL TONGAN HEADREST ‘KALI KOFE’ 

MADE FROM AN OLD TRANSVERSE BAMBOO NOSE FLUTE ‘FANGUFANGU’ DECORATED WITH INCISED PRINTING AND
PICTORIAL DESIGNS, ORIGINAL PLAITED COIR SINNET BINDING TIED AROUND THE WOODEN LEGS. OLD DRY CRUSTY

PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 66CM WIDE – 26 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN POLYNESIA, HEADRESTS ARE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THAT MOST SACRED PART OF THE BODY, THE RESIDENCE
OF A MAN’S ‘MANA’, AND ON THE ISLAND OF TONGA IT IS REGARDED AS AN INSULT TO TOUCH A ‘KALI’ WITHOUT THE
OWNER’S PRIOR PERMISSION. SOMETIMES THESE LONGER ‘COMMUNAL’ HEADRESTS KNOWN AS ‘KALI KOFE’ WERE

TAKEN AND USED BY A CHIEF AND MEMBERS OF HIS GROUP WHEN VISITING ANOTHER VILLAGE. 
THIS INTERESTING HEADREST HAS BEEN MADE FROM AN OLD TONGAN MUSICAL INSTRUMENT CALLED A ‘FANGUFANGU’,

WHICH IS A TRANVERSE BAMBOO NOSE FLUTE USED TRADITIONALLY TO AWAKEN HIGH CHIEFS. THE FLUTE HAS FIVE
HOLES DRILLED AT INTERVALS IN A LINE ON ONE SIDE OF THE SEGMENT, THE MIDDLE HOLE CONTINUING RIGHT

THROUGH TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BAMBOO. IT IS THESE HOLES THAT PRODUCE THE ‘FANGUFANGU’ MUSICAL
SCALES. HEADRESTS HAVE BEEN FOUND ON BOTH TONGA AND FIJI WITH BARS MADE FROM THE SHAFTS OF OLD WAR

CLUBS SO IT IS POSSIBLE THAT VALUED AND PRIZED HEIRLOOMS WERE REUSED TO PROVIDE ANCESTRAL HEADRESTS.

 


