
A COLLECTION OF EIGHT POLYNESIAN TOPOGRAPHICAL WATERCOLOUR DRAWINGS
A COLLECTION OF EIGHT POLYNESIAN TOPOGRAPHICAL WATERCOLOUR DRAWINGS

ALL ON ‘WHATMAN’ WOVE PAPER WITH WATERMARKS FOR 1822, 1823 AND 1829 
PENCIL, INK AND WATERCOLOUR 

CIRCA 1830 
INSCRIBED IN INK:

A ‘LANDING PLACE AT THE PELLAU ISLANDS’
B – (INK VERY FADED)

C ‘MALHOAI BAY OTAHEITE. FROM ONE OF THE HILLS’
D ‘THE ISLAND OF UTRIK (?) BELONGING TO THE GROUP OF Â€¦.. IN THE RATAK CHAIN MARSHAL ISLANDS’

E ‘OTAHEITE BEARING S.E DISTANT 1 LEAGUE’
F ‘RAIATEA’

G ‘EASTERN POINT OF THE HARBOUR HUAHINE’
H ‘Â€¦Â€¦Â€¦Â€¦Â€¦Â€¦. OTAHEITE Â€¦Â€¦Â€¦Â€¦..’

SIZE: APPROX: 32CM HIGH, 40CM WIDE – 12½ INS HIGH, 15¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE PACIFIC BECAME, AFTER DISCOVERY BY COOK, AND HAS IN MANY RESPECTS REMAINED A SYMBOL OF EXOTIC
DIFFERENCE. IT WAS WILLIAM HODGES WHILST WITH CAPTAIN COOK ON HIS SECOND VOYAGE WHO FIRST PROVIDED

EUROPEANS WITH IMAGES ‘DRAWN FROM NATURE’ OF THE ISLANDS OF THE SOUTH SEAS AND THEIR NATIVE PEOPLES.
MANY OF THESE IMAGES DRAWN BY THE EXPLORERS AND VOYAGERS OF THE LATE 18TH CENTURY SEEMED TO

ENCAPSULATE THE COLLISION BETWEEN PACIFIC SO CALLED ‘SAVAGE’ AND EUROPEAN OR ‘CIVILISED’ CULTURES, BUT
THE BEAUTY OF THE ISLANDS SCENERY AND THE FAVOURABLE CLIMATE OVERCAME EUROPEAN CONCERNS AND THE

ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC, ESPECIALLY TAHITI, WERE CONTINUOUSLY VISITED THROUGHOUT THE 19TH CENTURY.

 


