Finch & C°

AKIRIBATI OR GILBERT ISLANDS, MICRONESIA, BELT

AKIRIBATI OR GILBERT ISLANDS, MCRONESIA BELT
MADE OF FIBRE THREADED COCONUT SHELL DISCS ‘KATAU WITH AN OLD LABEL READING ‘BELT OF COCOANUT SHELL
DISCS MANA GILBERT ISLANDS MCRONESIA
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX76CMLONG — 30 INS LONG (EACH STRAND)

LITERATURE

ORNAVMENTAL BELTS WERE AVERY IMPORTANT PART OF DANCE COSTUME AND ATTIRE IN THE GILBERT ISLANDS. THEY
WERE KEPT AND STORED BY THE FAMLY'S SENIOR WOMEN AND WERE WORN IN PERFORMANCE OF THE CEREMONIAL
‘RUOIA DANCE. MEN MADE THE ‘KATAU' BELTS FROMDRILLED AND SHAPED COCONUT SHELL AND THEY WERE
SOMETIMES USED AS EXCHANGE VALUABLES AND TRIBUTES, AND WERE THUS REGARDED AS AFORM OF CURRENCY.
THE CORAL ATOLLS OF KIRIBATI ARE POOR IN NATURAL RAW MATERIALS, BUT SONG AND DANCE ARE TWO OF THEIR
GREATEST ART FORMS. IN 1900 ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON WROTE: ‘OF ALL DANCING IN THE SOUTH SEAS THAT WHICH |
SAW AT BUTARITARI STANDS EASILY THE FIRST, IT LEADS ON THE MIND; IT THRILLS, ROUSES, SUBJUGATES; IT IS THE
ESSENCE OF ALL ART, AN UNEXPLORED IMMINENT SIGNIFICANCE’ (RLS IN THE SOUTH SEAS).



