
SHRUNKEN BROWN CAPUCHIN MONKEY HEAD ‘TSANTSAS’
A RARE AND CURIOUS SOUTH AMERICAN, EASTERN ECUADOR, UPPER AMAZONIAN JÍ®VARO PEOPLES

SHRUNKEN BROWN CAPUCHIN MONKEY HEAD ‘TSANTSAS’ 
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4CM HIGH, 6CM DEEP, 6CM WIDE – 1½ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS DEEP, 2¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE HEADS OF MONKEYS OR SLOTH’S ARE SHRUNKEN BY THE JÍ®VARO AS TOKEN TROPHIES WHEN THE HUMAN VICTIMS
HEAD IS NOT SECURED OR THE SLAIN IS RELATED TO THE SLAYER. TRADITIONALLY MEN OF THE JÍ®VARO TRIBE WERE
ENCOURAGED TO TAKE ENEMY HEADS TO PROVE THEIR COURAGE AND MANHOOD AND TO AVENGE THE DEATH OF A

RELATIVE, BUT WHEN FEUDING OCCURRED BETWEEN VILLAGES WITH FAIRLY CLOSE KINSHIP TIES HEADS WERE NOT
TAKEN AND THE HEADS OF MONKEYS OR SLOTH’S WOULD BE SUBSTITUTED FOR THE SPARED HUMAN HEADS. 

BOTH HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEADS WERE MADE BY REMOVING THE SKIN AND DISCARDING THE SKULL AND BRAIN. THE
SKIN WAS HEATED FOR UP TO 2 HOURS AND THEN DRIED WITH HOT PEBBLES AND SAND. IT WAS NOT BOILED AS THIS
RESULTED IN HAIR LOSS. PEBBLES HELPED PRESERVE THE FACIAL FEATURES AND SHAPE THE SKIN AS IT DRIED. THE

EYES AND MOUTH WERE CLOSED WITH COTTON STRING AND WITH A HUMAN TROPHY HEAD THE FACE BLACKENED WITH
VEGETABLE DYE. 

THE HEAD WAS THEN STRUNG ON A CORD AND WORN AT A RITUAL FEAST BY THE MAN WHO HAD TAKEN IT. DURING THIS
RITUAL THE VICTIMS SPIRIT WOULD BE PACIFIED AND BECOME PART OF THE KILLERS GROUP. THE JÍ®VARO BELIEVED

THAT HUMAN BODIES EXISTED IN LIMITED NUMBERS AND THEREFORE MUST BE RE-USED BY FUTURE GENERATIONS. SO
BY CAPTURING AN ENEMY’S HEAD AND ADOPTING THAT PERSON INTO THE TRIBAL GROUP AN EXTRA SYMBOLIC BODY

WOULD BE PROVIDED FOR ONE’S OWN DESCENDANTS TO INHABIT. 
DURING FEASTS HELD IN HONOUR OF THE SPIRIT THE HEAD WOULD BE ADDRESSED IN KINSHIP TERMS. AFTER THE

FEASTS THE HEAD WOULD BE KEPT AND SOMETIMES THE MEN WOULD EVENTUALLY BE BURIED WITH HEADS THEY HAD
TAKEN. THE MAKING OF THE SHRUNKEN HEADS AND RITUALS HELD FOR THEM WERE MORE IMPORTANT TO THE JÍ®VARO

THAN THE KEEPING OF THE HEAD.

 


