Finch & C°

A RARE AND SUPERB ANCIENT OLMEC CULTURE, CENTRAL AMERICAN GREEN JADE AGURE

ARARE AND SUPERB ANCIENT OLMEC CULTURE, CENTRAL AVERICAN GREEN JADE FIGURE OF A
HUNCHBACKED DWARF
WITH STONE DRILLED EYE SOCKETS AND PIERCED EARS. ASTONE DRILLED SUSPENSION HOLE TO THE NECK PERHAPS
FOR USE AS ACHEST PENDANT
CIRCA500 BC —200AD
SIZE: 10CMHIGH, 5CMWIDE, 5.5CMDEEP — 4 INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, 2%4 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE ENIGMATIC OLMEC’'S CREATED THE FIRST MAJOR CIMLIZATION OF THE NEW WORLD IN AROUND 1200 BC. THEY LIVED
ON THE SOUTHERN COAST OF CENTRAL AVERICAAND SPREAD THEIR RELIGIOUS AND ARTISTIC IDEAS OVER ALARGE
DISTANCE. THE OLMEC’S WERE THE GREATEST SCULPTORS OF EARLY AVERICAAND THE STYLISTIC DISCIPLINE,
INNOVATIVE FIGURATIVE FORMAND ARTISTIC QUALITY OF THEIR STONE SCULPTURES IS OUTSTANDING.

THE OLMEC SCULPTORS CREATED HUNDREDS OF EXQUISITE ORNAVENTS AND RITUAL AVULETS FROMAWIDE RANGE
OF METAMORPHIC STONES WITHOUT THE USE OF METAL TOOLS. JADE, JADEITE AND BASALT WERE THEIR FAVOURITE
MATERIALS ALL OF WHICH WERE CARVED WITH STONE IMPLEMENTS. THE OLMEC'S PRIZED GREEN AND BLUE-GREEN
JADEITE ABOVE ALL OTHERS.

HUMAN FIGURINES TEND TO BE MORE STYLIZED THAN NATURALISTIC, SOME SAY WITH JAGUAR LIKE MOUTHS AND FACES
AS THEY GREATLY VENERATED THE JAGUAR. VIRTUALLY ALL SHOW COMPLETE FIGURES WITH HEADS AND BODIES,
ALTHOUGH THE BODIES AND LIMBS ARE LESS DETALED THAN THE HEADS. STANDING MALES ARE THE MOST COMMON
SUBJECTS AND ARE BALD WITH PEAR SHAPED HEADS SHOWING THE PRACTICE OF SKULL DEFORMATION, AMARKER OF
ELITE BIRTH. HOWEVER, IN ADDITION TO THESE TRADITIONAL STRAIGHT-LEGGED FLAT-HEADED FIGURES, THE OLMEC
ALSO PRODUCED MORE UNUSUAL FIGURES OF HUNCHBACKS, DEFORMED DWARVES, AND EVEN ‘FOETAL’ FIGURES,
WHICH ARE SOVETIMES SHOWN HOLDING THEIR HANDS TO THEIR EARS AS IF STRAINING TO HEAR ADISTANT SOUND.



