Finch & C°

THREE ENGLISH GOTHIC OAK ECCLESIASTICAL PEW ‘POPPY HEADS

THREE ENGLISH GOTHIC OAK ECCLESIASTICAL PEW ‘POPPY HEADS
ONE POPPY HEAD CARVED WITH APELICAN IN HER PIETY OPPOSITE INSTRUMENTS OF THE PASSION. THE REVERSE
(DAVIAGED) CARVED WITH ACROUCHING DOG AND AROSE WITHIN APOMEGRANATE
CIRCA1480— 1520
THE SECOND PEW END CARVED WITH AGRIFFIN OR GRYPHON, ABEAST WITH THE HEAD AND WINGS OF AN EAGLE AND
THE BODY OF ALION, THE NOSE NOWLOST. LEGEND TELLS THAT AGRIFFIN INSTINCTIVELY KNOWS WHERE GOLD CAN
BE FOUND AND THAT THEY MAKE THEIR NESTS OF GOLD. THEY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF GOLD MINES
CIRCA1500
THE THIRD PEW END, AN EARLY GOTHIC POPPY HEAD, ATREFOIL OF CLOSE KNIT FOLIAGE
CIRCA1450
SIZE: 38CMHIGH — 15 INS HIGH (MAX)

LITERATURE

FROM1400 TO 1547 CONGREGATIONAL SEATING WAS GRADUALLY INTRODUCED INTO THE NAVES OF MANY ENGLISH
PARISH CHURCHES, PERHAPS AS ARESULT OF THE NEW HABIT OF PREACHING BY THE CLERGY. MUCH CRAFTSMANSHIP
WAS BESTOWED ON THE SEATING OF CHURCHES PARTICULARLY BENCH ENDS ALTHOUGH THE QUALITY OF THE
DECORATION OFTEN MIRRORED THE SOCIAL STANDING AND WEALTH OF THE OCCUPANTS. THE CROWNING FEATURE OF
THE PEW WAS THE ‘POPPY OR ‘POUPEE’ HEAD CARVED TO EACH END EITHER IN THE FORMOF ATREFOIL WITH CLOSE
KNIT FOLIAGE OR WITH ANIMALS AND FIGURES OF ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICANCE. IT WAS IN THE 15TH CENTURY THAT THE
CARPENTER BEGAN TO DECISIVELY ASSERT HIMSELF AND TO EVOLVE ASTYLE SUITED TO THE WORKING OF HIS
MATERIAL AND HIS ENVIRONMENT. IT IS FROMTHIS PERIOD THAT THE BEST EXAVPLES OF ENGLISH PARISH CHURCH
FURNITURE CAN BE FOUND.



