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CIRCA 1880’S 
SIZE: 21.5CM LONG – 8½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

LAKOTA SIOUX SACRED MEDICINES TOOK MANY FORMS. UMBILICAL CORD CONTAINER AMULETS WERE MADE TO CONTAIN
AND PROTECT THE DRIED CORD WHICH HAD SUSTAINED THE CHILD IN EARLY LIFE. THE BEADED AMULETS WERE MADE

TO RESEMBLE LIZARDS, WHICH HELD MALE UMBILICAL CORDS, AND TURTLES WHICH HELD FEMALE ONES, AND
SOMETIMES SNAKES, ALL OF WHICH ARE VERY HARD TO CATCH OR KILL. 

THE AMULET WOULD BE HUNG FROM THE CRADLE BOARD AND WOULD SERVE AS BOTH A PROTECTION AND A PLAYFUL
DISTRACTION FOR THE BABY.

 


