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LITERATURE

THE HOPI, OR HOPITU MEANING PEACEABLE PEOPLE, LIVE IN A LARGE ARID REGION OF NORTH-EASTERN ARIZONA. IN
LATE SUMMER THEY PERFORM THEIR BEST KNOWN CEREMONY ‘THE SNAKE DANCE’ WHICH IS A DRAMATISED PRAYER

FOR RAIN LASTING 16 DAYS. THE PRIESTS WOULD COLLECT LIVE RATTLE SNAKES FOR THE CEREMONY AND DANCE
HOLDING THEM IN THEIR HANDS, AROUND THEIR NECKS AND EVEN BETWEEN THEIR LIPS.

CARL EVERTON MOON BECAME INTERESTED IN THE NATIVE AMERICANS AND THEIR ART FROM AN EARLY AGE AND WITH
AN APTITUDE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY SET UP A STUDIO IN 1903 TO TAKE PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIES OF THE SOUTH-WESTERN
PUEBLO INDIANS. BY 1906 HIS PHOTOGRAPHS BEGAN APPEARING IN MAGAZINES AND HIS WORK WAS EXHIBITED AT THE
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE, AND THEN BY THE SPECIAL INVITATION OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, A SELECTION WAS SHOWN
IN THE WHITE HOUSE. THIS NATIONAL ATTENTION SECURED HIM A COMMISSION FROM THE FRED HARVEY COMPANY TO

CREATE A COLLECTION OF INDIAN PHOTOGRAPHS AND IN 1911 HE MOVED TO THE GRAND CANYON, BUILT A STUDIO AND
FOR 7 YEARS DOCUMENTED THE INDIAN PEOPLES OF THE AREA BOTH IN STUDIO PORTRAITS AND IN THEIR NATURAL

CONTEXT. A COLLECTION OF THESE IMAGES WAS PURCHASED BY THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM OF THE SMITHSONIAN
IN 1910. THIS CARBON PRINT IS ONE FROM THE SAME SERIES.

 


