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WITH HAND WRITTEN INSCRIPTIONS TO THE REVERSE OF EACH FRAME READING: 
A ‘JOSEPH BIRD ESQ. UPTON HOUSE (IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX) DIED 30TH APRIL 1793 AGED 78 YEARS’ INITIALLED ON

THE WAX SHOULDER J.S AND DATED 1780 - SOLD 
B ‘MARTHA BIRD FORMERLY MARTHA GODFREY (SPINSTER) WIFE OF JOSEPH BIRD ESQ. DIED 21ST APRIL 1786 AGED 57

YEARS’
C ‘THOS. BIRD ESQ. BY J.SMITH 1795’

D ‘ADMIRAL SIR EDWARD VERNON AFTERWARDS LORD VERNON’
18TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 18CM HIGH, 15CM WIDE – 7 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN THE RECORDS OF THE SOCIETY OF ARTS IT IS NOTED THAT JOACHIM SMITH HAD Â€¦ ‘INVENTED A COMPOSITION IN
WHICH COLOURS BEING MIXED UP TO THE VARIOUS TINTS AND SHADES OF HUMAN FEATURES WAS RENDERED FIT FROM
THE FINE TEXTURE AND INTIMATE COMMIXTION OF THE INGREDIENTS TO MODEL PORTRAITS IN MINIATURE TO A DEGREE

OF DELICACY’ AND ADDS THAT ‘THE INVENTION IS NOW BEING CARRIED ON IN AN IMPROVED PRACTICE BY THE
DISCOVERER IN BERNERS ST, NEAR MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL’. 

SMITH EXHIBITED AT THE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS 1760-1783 AND AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY 1781-1803. HIS WAX PORTRAITS
OF THE PRINCE OF WALES NUDE AS A BABY (1763) AND FREDERICK DUKE OF YORK (1766) ARE NOW IN THE ROYAL
COLLECTION. HE MODELLED SEVERAL WAX PORTRAITS FOR WEDGWOOD AND BENTLEY, INCLUDING THREE OF SIR

WILLIAM HAMILTON, THAT WERE PRODUCED AS PART OF THEIR SERIES OF LARGE SCALE PORTRAIT PLAQUES OF
RENOWNED SCIENTISTS AND STATESMEN IN THEIR FAMOUS WHITE TERRACOTTA BISCUIT. SMITHS WAX PORTRAITS

WERE ALSO USED AS MODELS BY GEM CUTTERS AND CAMEO ENGRAVERS.

 


