
A FINE CHINESE SCHOLARS CARVED ZITAN WOOD SEAL BOX
A FINE CHINESE SCHOLARS CARVED ZITAN WOOD SEAL BOX 

18TH CENTURY – QING DYNASTY (1736-1795)
SIZE: 24CM WIDE, 15.5CM DEEP, 5CM HIGH – 9½ INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP, 2 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SCHOLARS BOXES COME IN A VARIETY OF SHAPES AND FORMS FOR BOTH INDOOR AND OUTDOOR USE AS WELL AS FOR
TRAVEL. BOXES WERE OFTEN DEPICTED IN THE PAINTINGS OF THE MING AND QING PERIOD WITH THE LARGER TIERED
ONES BEING USED TO CONTAIN PICNIC AND FOOD ITEMS AND THE SMALLER USED TO CARRY PAPER, INK, WRITING AND

PAINTING UTENSILS AND SEALS. SOMETIMES BOXES WERE CAREFULLY SECTIONED AND USED TO CONTAIN A SCHOLARS
TREASURES. PRECIOUS OBJECTS OF ALL VARIETIES AND MATERIALS WERE SO OFTEN BOXED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT

THE CONTAINER ITSELF BEGAN TO TAKE ON SIGNIFICANCE AS A WORK OF ART IN ITS OWN RIGHT. 
THIS FINELY MADE SHALLOW BOX IS SOMEWHAT TOO LARGE FOR AN INK-STONE AND THEREFORE ITS SHAPE SUGGESTS

IT CARRIED SEALS.

 


