Finch & C°

A CURIOUS CARVED WHALEBONE AND BALEEN INLAID OCTAGONAL ROLLING LOGDICE

ACURIOUS CARVED WHALEBONE AND BALEEN INLAID OCTAGONAL ROLLING LOG DICE
PROBABLY MADE AND USED BY SAILORS ON BOARD SHIP
OLD SMOQOTH PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 6CMLONG, 1.5CMDIA —2 INS LONG, 72 INS DIA

LITERATURE

THIS IS AN UNCOMMON FORM OF APOLYHEDRAL DICE. EACH OF THE RECTANGULAR FACES THAT IT MAY LAND ON WHEN
THROWN ARE CONGRUENT AND ARE THEREFORE EQUALLY FAR. THE DICE WOULD BE THROWN TO PROVIDE RANDOM
NUMBERS AND THE UNPREDICTABILITY OF THE RESULT WOULD ENABLE WAGERS TO BE MADE ON THE TOTAL VALUE OF
THE UP FACING BALEEN INLAD PIPS.

LIFE ON BOARD SHIP FOR THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURY SAILOR WAS USUALLY PERILOUS, STRENUOUS, BORING AND
DIFFICULT. FREQUENTLY IT WAS EXTREMELY TENSE AND NERVE WRACKING AND SO DEMANDED SOME FORM OF RELIEF.
THE MOST COMMON FORMOF RELIEF IN THE ROYAL NAVY CAVE FROM THE RUMRATION ABOARD. HOWEVER, VERY
OCCASIONALLY THE CAPTAIN WOULD ORDER THE MEN TO CAVORT WITH THE COMMAND ‘ALL HANDS TO MSCHIEF,
TURNING OVER COMPLETE CONTROL OF THE MAIN AND FORE DECKS TO HIS MEN FOR THE PURPOSE OF RELAXING
THEMFROMUNENDING STRICT DISCIPLINE.

GAVBLING WITH CARDS AND DICE WAS ACOMMON PASTIME OF ABLE SEAVEN OFTEN QUIETLY UNDERTAKEN BELOW
DECKS, AS TRADITIONALLY THE ROYAL NAVY GAVE NINE LASHES FOR THE CRIME OF GAVBLING ABOARD.



