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A PAIR OF FRENCH BRONZE BUSTS OF THE ‘ENLIGHTENMENT’ PHILOSOPHERS VOLTAIRE AND 

ROUSSEAU, AFTER ANTOINE HOUDON 
ON GREY VEINED MARBLE BASES

CIRCA 1800 
SIZE: 23CM HIGH – 9 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

IN FRANCE THE ‘ENLIGHTENMENT’ WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ‘PHILOSOPHE’S’ ROUSSEAU AND VOLTAIRE, THE
LITERARY MEN AND THINKERS WHO WERE UNITED IN THEIR BELIEF IN THE SUPREMACY OF REASON AND THEIR DESIRE
TO SEE PRACTICAL CHANGE TO COMBAT INEQUALITY AND INJUSTICE. VOLTAIRE (1694-1778) AN ENGAGED AND LIBERAL

HUMANIST, BELIEVED IN A UNIVERSE BASED ON REASON COMBINED WITH A RESPECT FOR NATURE, WITHOUT
FOUNDATION IN ANY PARTICULAR RELIGION OR TRADITION OF REVELATION. HE INDEFATIGABLY FOUGHT FOR THE RIGHT
TO A FAIR TRIAL AND FOR THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION. ROUSSEAU (1712-1778) WAS A GENEVAN WHO CONTENDED THAT

MAN IS BY NATURE GOOD BUT IS CORRUPTED BY SOCIETY, WHICH IS IN DIRECT CONFLICT WITH THE DOCTRINE OF
ORIGINAL SIN. HIS MOST IMPORTANT WORK WAS ‘THE SOCIAL CONTRACT’ WHICH OUTLINES THE BASIS FOR A LEGITIMATE

POLITICAL ORDER. 
THE MOVEMENT AGAINST ESTABLISHED BELIEFS AND INSTITUTIONS GAINED MOMENTUM THROUGHOUT THE 18TH
CENTURY UNDER VOLTAIRE AND ROUSSEAU. THROUGH THE PUBLICATION OF THE ENCYLOPÉDIE (1731-76) THEIR
ATTACKS ON THE GOVERNMENT, THE CHURCH AND THE JUDICIARY PROVIDED THE INTELLECTUAL BASIS FOR THE

FRENCH REVOLUTION.
BOTH ROUSSEAU AND VOLTAIRE ARE INTERRED IN THE PANTHÉON IN PARIS DIRECTLY OPPOSITE ONE ANOTHER.

ROUSSEAU’S TOMB IS DESIGNED TO RESEMBLE A RUSTIC TEMPLE RECALLING HIS THEORIES OF NATURE. VOLTAIRE IS
REMEMBERED AND HONOURED IN FRANCE AS A COURAGEOUS POLEMICIST WHO FOUGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, AND HE

LIVES ON THROUGH HIS SAYINGS: ‘IF GOD DID NOT EXIST IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO INVENT HIM’.

 


