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SIZE: 29CM HIGH, 36.5CM WIDE – 11½ INS HIGH, 14¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE TURIN SHROUD IS AN ANCIENT LINEN CLOTH BEARING THE IMAGE OF A MAN WHO APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN
PHYSICALLY TRAUMATIZED IN MANNER CONSISTENT WITH CRUCIFIXION. IN 1988 THE HOLY SEE AGREED TO A RADIO

CARBON DATING OF THE RELIC WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY PROVED INCONCLUSIVE. BOTH SCEPTICS AND PROPONENTS
TEND TO HAVE ENTRENCHED VIEWS ON THE CAUSE OF THE FORMATION OF THE IMAGE ON THE SHROUD AND AS THE

VATICAN, WHO PRESENTLY OWN THE CLOTH, WILL NOT ALLOW ANY MORE INDEPENDENT CARBON DATING EXPERIMENTS
TO BE CARRIED OUT, THE ISSUE IS UNLIKELY TO BE FULLY SETTLED TO THE SATISFACTION OF BOTH PARTIES. 

THERE ARE NUMEROUS REPORTS OF CHRIST’S BURIAL SHROUD BEING VENERATED IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS BEFORE
THE 14TH CENTURY, BUT NONE OF THESE ARE CONNECTED WITH CERTAINTY TO THE CURRENT CLOTH THAT IS HELD IN

TURIN CATHEDRAL. IN 1532 THE SHROUD WAS DAMAGED BY A FIRE IN THE CHAPEL WHERE IT WAS STORED IN A
RELIQUARY. A DROP OF MOLTEN SILVER FROM THE RELIQUARY BORE THROUGH THE LAYERS OF THE FOLDED CLOTH

WHICH WAS THEN INEXPERTLY REPAIRED BY POOR CLARE NUNS WITH COTTON PATCHES. ANOTHER FIRE IN 1997
THREATENED THE SHROUD AND A FIREMAN RESCUED IT FROM ITS DISPLAY CASE AND PREVENTED FURTHER DAMAGE.
IN 2002 THE VATICAN HAD THE SHROUD RESTORED AND THE CLOTH BACKING AND 30 PATCHES WERE REMOVED. THE

REVERSE SIDE WAS THEN SCANNED AND PHOTOGRAPHED WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY REMAINED HIDDEN FROM VIEW AND
USING MATHEMATICAL AND OPTICAL TECHNIQUES A GHOSTLY PART IMAGE OF THE BODY WAS FOUND ON THE BACK OF
THE SHROUD. IN 2004 SCIENTISTS EXPOSED THE FAINT IMPRINT OF THE FACE AND HANDS OF THE FIGURE UPON THE

CLOTH.
WHATEVER THE SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE EVENTUALLY PROVES THE TURIN SHROUD HAS BECOME A POTENT SYMBOL OF

FAITH FOR THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ITS FOLLOWERS. IT IS OCCASIONALLY PUT ON PUBLIC DISPLAY IN TURIN
CATHEDRAL AND IMMEDIATELY BECOMES AN OBJECT OF CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE. THE NEXT TIME THE SHROUD WILL BE

SHOWN TO THE WORLD WILL BE IN 2025.

 


