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SEVEN FINELY CAST JAPANESE BRONZE FIGURES OF BUDDHIST IMMORTALS ‘RAKAN’

EACH ONE MARKED TO THE BASE - (ORIGINALLY FROM A SET OF EIGHT)
MEIJI PERIOD – CIRCA 1860 

SIZES: APPROX. 8CM HIGH – 3¼ INS HIGH (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

IN JAPAN THE BUDDHIST RAKAN ARE WORTHY OF GREAT REVERENCE BECAUSE EACH HAS ATTAINED THE PENULTIMATE
STATE OF PERFECTION THAT IS THE STAGE BEFORE NIRVÄNA. THE JAPANESE RAKAN RESEMBLE THE CHINESE LOHAN
OR HSIEN WHO ARE THE EIGHT MOUNTAIN DWELLING CLOUD RIDING IMMORTALS OF TAOISM WHO COULD FLY GREAT

DISTANCES OR CHANGE THEIR APPEARANCE AT WILL. 
THE JAPANESE RAKAN POSSESS FOUR FACULTIES OF DISCERNMENT AND EXEGESIS NOT POSSESSED BY ORDINARY

MORTALS, AND FIVE KINDS OF TRANSCENDENT KNOWLEDGE SO THAT THEY ARE CHARACTERISED BY SUPREME WISDOM.
THEY CAN HEAR AND UNDERSTAND ALL SOUNDS IN THE UNIVERSE, KNOW THE THOUGHTS OF OTHERS AND REMEMBER

PREVIOUS EXISTENCES. AT DEATH THEY ATTAIN NIRVÄNA COMPLETELY.

 


