Finch & C°

A CARVED ‘BUGBEAR COCONUT FLASK

ACARVED ‘BUGBEAR’ COCONUT FLASK WITH INSET BONE EYES AND SILVER PLATED SPOUT
CIRCA1830
SIZE: 15CMDEEP, 10CMWIDE — 6 INS DEEP, 4 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

‘BUGBEAR’ COCONUT FLASKS WERE OFTEN CARVED BY SAILORS ON LONG SEA VOYAGES WHO HAD VISITED THE
TROPICS AND COLLECTED THE ‘GREEN’ NUTS. EASIER TO CARVE WHILST STILL YOUNG AND FRESH ‘BUGBEARS HAVE
BEEN COLLECTED ORIGINATING FROMMEXICO, SOUTH AND NORTH AVERICA THE FRENCH POLYNESIAN ISLANDS AND

EUROPE. FRENCH PRISONERS OF WAR WOULD CARVE THEMWITH ADEPICTION OF THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON. THIS
EXAVPLE IS CARVED WITH PASTORAL SPANISH COLONIAL SCENES WITH VINES, ALION MASK TERMINAL AND BUG BEAR
SPOUT. IT WAS PROBABLY ONCE USED AS ASHOT FLASK FOR AGUN.



