Finch & C°

ARANE FOSSIL ASH ‘DAPEDIUM POLITUW’

AFINE FOSSIL FISH ‘DAPEDIUM POLITUM PRESERVED IN FINE GRAINED SEDIMENT
EARLY JURASSIC PERIOD, APPROX 150 — 180 MILLION YEARS OLD
SIZE: 20CMHIGH, 25.5CMWIDE - 8 INS HIGH, 10 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

LYME REGIS IS ATTRACTIVELY SITUATED ON THE SOUTH COAST OF ENGLAND AND IS ONE OF THE WORLDS MOST FAMOUS
LOCATIONS FOR COLLECTING FOSSILS, MAKING IT THE FAVOURITE HAUNT OF MANY PALAEONTOLOGISTS BOTH REAL AND
IMAGINARY. FROMMARY ANNING THE GREAT VICTORIAN FEMALE DISCOVERER OF DINOSAURS TO THE FICTITIOUS
CELEBRATED STUDENT OF FOSSILS AND HERO OF JOHN FOWLES NOVEL ‘FRENCH LIEUTENANT S WOMAN'.

MARY ANNING WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ACARPENTER WHO SUPPLEMENTED HIS LIMNG, AS MANY CITIZENS OF LYME
REGIS STILL DO, BY SELLING SHELLS AND FOSSILS TO TOURISTS. SOON AFTER HER FATHER'S DEATH IN 1812 MARY
FOUND ONE OF THE FIRST ENGLISH ICHTHYOSAURS. SHE WENT ON TO MAKE OTHER ASTOUNDING DISCOVERIES
INCLUDING APLESIOSAUR IN 1824 AND THE FLYING REPTILE PTEROSAUR IN 1828. SHE REMAINED IN THE REGION OF
LYME REGIS ALL HER LIFE SELLING FOSSILS FROMHER SHOP AND LEGEND HAS IT THAT WHEN THE KIND OF SAXONY
VISITED THE TOWN AND HER FAMOUS SHOP, MARY CALNMLY TOLD THE KING THAT SHE WAS ‘WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT
THE WHOLE OF EUROPE’. DESPITE THIS SHE IS PROBABLY TODAY THE LEAST RECOGNISED OF ALL THE IMPORTANT
EARLY PALAEONTOLOGISTS.



