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A SOUTH EASTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL PARRYING SHIELD

ASOUTH EASTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL PARRYING SHIELD
INCISED WITH ABSTRACT DESIGNS, TRACES OF RED OCHRE
OLD DRY DARK, SMOOTH PATINA
EARLY TOMD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 87.5CMLONG - 3472 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THESE SHIELDS ORIGINATE FROMWESTERN VICTORIA, SOUTH EAST OF THE MURRAY RIVER AND ARE USED FOR
PARRYING THE BLOWS OF CLUBS IN INDIMDUAL CLOSE COIVBAT. MADE FROM DENSE HARDWOOD, THEY WERE INCISED
WITH PATTERNS MADE WITH THE USE OF APOSSUMTOOTH ENGRAVING TOOL, THAT PRESENTS THE VIEWER WITH A
VISUAL PUZZLE, ACHARACTERISTIC OF SOUTH EASTERN AUSTRALIAN SHIELDS.

ABORIGINES WERE CLOSELY ATTACHED TO THEIR LAND AND TO EVERYTHING WITHIN THAT LAND AND THIS POWERFUL
RELATIONSHIP IS REFLECTED IN THEIR ART. AGREAT DEAL OF ABORIGINAL ART CONTAINS DESIGNS REPRESENTING
SEGMENTS OF THEIR COUNTRY. THUS ALL ABORIGINAL ART HAS SOMETHING TO SAY AND TRADITIONALLY RESTED ON
THE NEED FOR EXPLANATION BY THE DESIGNERS OWNER AND MAKER. MADE TO COMMUNICATE IDEAS TO SPECIFIC
PERSONS OR GROUPS OF PERSONS THE DESIGN WOULD SERVE AS AVEHICLE THROUGH WHICH AVISION OF THE
NATURAL WORLD COULD BE CONVEYED.



