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A CHINESE FINELY WOVEN GRASS FIBRE AND RED SILK THREAD IMPERIAL MANCHU COURT 

OFFICIALS HAT, WITH GILT BRONZE FINIAL CONTAINED IN ITS ORIGINAL BLUE LINEN COVERED PAPER BOX
QIANLONG PERIOD 1736 – 95 
SIZE: 32CM DIA. – 12½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

FOR THE FIRST 100 YEARS AFTER THE MANCHURIAN CHINESE CONQUEST, OFFICIAL COURT ROBES AND ORNAMENTS
WERE RELATIVELY UNREGULATED IN TERMS OF DESIGN AND USE. DETAILED REGULATIONS WERE PUBLISHED IN 1759 IN

THE ‘ILLUSTRATED COMPENDIUM OF QING RITUALS’ IN WHICH THE EMPEROR QIANLONG FINALISED COURT DRESS
CODES.

CEREMONIAL HATS WERE STRICTLY CLASSIFIED FOR USE BY THE DIFFERENT MEMBERS OF THE IMPERIAL COURT. THE
EMPERORS CEREMONIAL HAT DIFFERED FROM THAT OF THE PRINCES AND OFFICIALS IN HAVING 12 FIRST GRADE

FRESHWATER PEARLS, THREE SECOND GRADE AND MANY SMALLER PEARLS, TOGETHER WITH A NUMBER OF GOLDEN
DRAGONS DECORATING IT. 

AN 18TH CENTURY (1760-80) CHINESE EXPORT GLASS PICTURE IN STOCKHOLM’S NORDISKA MUSEET INTERESTINGLY
SHOWS A CHINESE WOMAN AND MAN IN OFFICIAL MANCHU COURT COSTUME, AND THE MAN IS WEARING A VERY SIMILAR

HAT TO THIS EXAMPLE.

 


