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AN ENGLISH OIL ON BOARD DEPICTING A MONGOLIAN CHINESE MERCHANT TRADER 

ATTRIBUTED TO GEORGE CHINNERY (1774 – 1852)
SECOND QUARTER OF THE 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 17CM HIGH, 13CM WIDE – 6¾ INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

GEORGE CHINNERY, IRISH BY BIRTH, UNSTABLE BY TEMPERAMENT, WAS ONE OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING 19TH
CENTURY EUROPEAN ARTISTS WORKING IN THE FAR EAST. EVERY BIT AS COLOURFUL AS THE CAVALCADE OF PEOPLE

AND PLACES HE COMMITTED TO CANVAS DURING THE 19TH CENTURY. CHINNERY HAD AN EYE FOR DETAIL AND COLOUR
THAT GAVE HIM THE ABILITY TO PORTRAY SCENES THAT STILL GIVE A VIVID IMPRESSION OF THE PEOPLE OF THE ORIENT
AND THEIR WAY OF LIFE. INITIALLY HE SPECIALISED IN MINIATURE PAINTING BUT LATER GAINED GREAT SUCCESS WITH

FULL SIZED PORTRAITS AND LANDSCAPES.
WHEN DEBTS AMOUNTING TO A STAGGERING FORTY THOUSAND POUNDS OBLIGED HIS HASTY DEPARTURE TO MACAO

FROM CALCUTTA IN 1825 HE GLEEFULLY TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE DEFINITIVE BREAK WITH HIS WIFE WHOM
HE ONCE CALLED ‘THE UGLIEST WOMAN I EVER SAW’. FOR 27 YEARS UNTIL HIS DEATH FROM A STROKE IN 1852,

CHINNERY LIVED IN MACAO, WHERE HE WAS COMMISSIONED BY MANY LEADING TRADERS TO PAINT THEIR PORTRAITS.

 


