Finch & C°

FANE AND RARE MARQUESAS ISLANDS CARVED COCONUT

AFINE AND RARE MARQUESAS ISLANDS CARVED COCONUT TOBACCO CONTAINER ‘PUTUI' OR “TUI
MAIVA
INCISED WITH FOUR TIKI FIGURES IN RELIEF WITHIN GEOMETRIC PANELS
MD TO LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11CMHIGH, 8. 5CMWIDE — 474 INS HIGH, 3%4 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

TOBACCO WAS FIRST INTRODUCED TO THE MARQUESAS IN THE 18TH CENTURY BY EUROPEAN EARLY CONTACT AND
WAS SMOKED IN RELIEF CARVED PIPES OF WOOD OR WHALE IVORY. THESE AND THE ELABORATELY AND CAREFULLY
CARVED COCONUT TOBACCO CONTAINERS WERE HIGHLY PRIZED POSSESSIONS THAT WERE SOMETIMES BURIED WITH
THEIR OVWNERS OR PASSED DOWN TO THE NEXT GENERATION AS VALUABLE HEIRLOOMS.

IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT THE TATTOO MOTIFS DISPLAYED ON THE BODIES OF MARQUESAN ISLANDERS PROVIDED
THE INSPIRATION FOR THE SURFACE ORNAVENTATION OF OBJECTS. HOWEVER, IT IS MORE PROBABLE THAT THESE TWO
DIFFERENT EXPRESSIONS OF THE UNIQUE ART FORM DERIVE FROMA SHARED SET OF ARTISTIC CONVENTIONS.



