Finch & C°

ANEW CALEDONIAN MELANESIAN CARVED HARDWOOD ‘PENIS’ WAR CLUB ‘BUAT’

ANEW CALEDONIAN MELANESIAN CARVED HARDWOOD ‘PENIS’ WAR CLUB ‘BUAT
WITH NOTCHED ENGRAVING TO THE MUSHROOM SHAPED HEAD AND PLAITED COIR SINNET BOUND AROUND THE SHAFT.
NATURAL HIGHLY POLISHED PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 82CMLONG— 3272 INS LONG
SEE ALSO CATALOGUE NO. 127

LITERATURE

NEW CALEDONIAIS ALMOST COMPLETELY ENCIRCLED BY BARRIER REEFS, AND THE FLORAAND FAUNA OF THE ISLAND
IS SO RICH IN UNIQUE SPECIES IT INDICATES APROLONGED PERIOD OF THE ISLANDS TOTAL ISOLATION SINCE REMOTE
GEOLOGICAL TIME. THE FRUIT BAT OR FLYING FOXWAS THE ONLY RESIDENT MAMMAL BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF MAN.
DISCOVERED BY CAPTAIN JAVES COOK IN 1774 WHEN HE SAILED DOWN THE EAST COAST, AND THEN ANNEXED BY THE
FRENCH IN 1853 WHO USED THE ISLAND AS APENAL COLONY, NEW CALEDONIA'S TRADITIONAL INDIGENOUS CULTURE
HAS BY NOW BEEN SO ERADICATED THAT LITTLE IS KNOWN OF THE FUNCTION OR SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OBJECTS LEFT
IN EUROPEAN COLLECTIONS.



