
THREE CENTRAL AMERICAN REPUBLIC OF PANAMA, CHOCO INDIAN SHAMAN’S CARVED WOODEN MEDICINAL EFFIGY STAFFS
THREE CENTRAL AMERICAN REPUBLIC OF PANAMA, CHOCO INDIAN SHAMAN’S CARVED WOODEN 

MEDICINAL EFFIGY STAFFS
ALL INSCRIBED ‘MANANE – DARIEN – PANAMA. CHOCO 6/24/69’

EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
SIZES: A 43CM LONG – 17 INS LONG

B 35CM LONG – 13¾ INS LONG
C 31CM LONG – 12¼ INS LONG 

D 23CM LONG – 9 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE CHOCO INDIANS LIVE IN THE DARIEN JUNGLE ON BOTH SIDES OF THE PANAMANIAN FRONTIER WITH COLOMBIA. THE
CHOCO BELIEVE THAT THEIR SHAMAN ARE BORN WITH INNATE SUPERNATURAL POWERS GIVING THEM AN ABILITY TO

PEER INTO THE WORLD OF THE SPIRIT AND TO DIVINE THE CAUSES OF A PERSON’S SICKNESS. THESE FINELY CARVED
EFFIGY STAFFS WERE IMPORTANT RITUAL HEALING TOOLS USED BY THE SHAMAN TO PURGE ILLNESS. THE STAFFS ARE

OFTEN REFERRED TO BY THE SHAMAN AS THEIR ‘HELPERS’ AS THEY FIGURE PROMINENTLY IN BOTH MEDICINAL CURING
AND CHANTS.

 


