
A FINE AFRICAN, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO CHOKWE CARVED WOOD MASK
A FINE AFRICAN, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO CHOKWE CARVED WOOD MASK

PLAITED FIBRE, BRASS TACKS, RED GLASS BEADS, WOOD AND RED OCHRE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 19CM HIGH, 18.5CM WIDE – 7½ INS HIGH, 7¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THESE MASKS ARE MADE BY THE CHOKWE TO REPRESENT A FEMALE ANCESTOR. THE CHOKWE AND RELATED PEOPLES
SUCH AS THE LWENA AND LUCHAZI CREATE OVER ONE HUNDRED DIFFERENT TYPES OF MASKED ANCESTRAL

CHARACTERS EACH WITH DIFFERENT PHYSICAL AND BEHAVIOURAL ATTRIBUTES. THEY ARE USED TO INSTRUCT BOTH
MALE AND FEMALE NOVICES IN INITIATION WHEN SEGREGATED AND SEPARATED FROM THEIR FAMILIES IN CAMPS. THEY

ARE ALSO USED IN THEATRICAL VILLAGE PERFORMANCES. 
THE MASKS FINELY CARVED IDEALISED FEATURES AND SUBTLE CONTOURS REPRESENT THE CHOKWE IDEALS OF
FEMININE BEAUTY AND WAS MADE TO CONVEY THE ELEGANCE AND POISE OF A CELEBRATED FEMALE ANCESTOR.

 


