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AN OIL ON BOARD DEPICTING THE LANDSCAPE OF SOUTH AFRICA

POSSIBLY THE DRAKENSBERG MOUNTAINS
SIGNED T.M DE BEER – IN PENCIL TO THE REVERSE ‘SOUTH AFRICA 1910’

SIZE: 28CM HIGH, 45CM WIDE – 11 INS HIGH, 17¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

AFTER THE END OF THE BOER WAR IN 1910 THE TRANSVAAL, NATAL, ORANGE FREE STATE AND THE CAPE PROVINCE
WERE UNITED TO FORM THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, A DOMINION OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. HAILED AS A COLONIAL

TRIUMPH FOR ASQUITH’S LIBERAL GOVERNMENT AS IT KEPT SOUTH AFRICA WITHIN THE EMPIRE, THE UNION
CONSTITUTION ALSO ENSURED THAT THE AFRIKANERS WOULD REMAIN THE DOMINANT POLITICAL FORCE. THE BRITISH
THUS FAILED TO ESTABLISH BLACK POLITICAL RIGHTS OR PROTECT THE FRANCHISE ENJOYED BY LIMITED NUMBERS OF

AFRICANS AT THE CAPE. THE UNION DID NOT LEAD, AS THE BRITISH HAD HOPED, TO A LIBERALIZING OF THE SOUTH
AFRICAN SYSTEM, BUT TO WHITE SUPREMACISTS RULE AND APARTHEID.

 


