Finch & C°

A GERMAN ROMANESQUE CAST BRONZE DRAGONS HEAD

AGERMAN ROMANESQUE CAST BRONZE DRAGONS HEAD
PROBABLY FROMAMASSIVE ECCLESIASTICAL BRONZE DOOR
CIRCA1100—-1150
SIZE: 13CMHIGH, 22CMLONG, 10CMWIDE — 5 INS HIGH, 8% INS LONG, 4 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

ASMALL NUMBER OF ROMANESQUE CHURCHES AND CATHEDRALS CAN BE FOUND WIDELY SCATTERED OVER EUROPE
WHOSE ENTRANCES ARE STILL ADORNED WITH THEIR ORIGINAL BRONZE DOORS. THESE GENERALLY DATE FROM
BETWEEN 1015 AND 1190 AND CAN BE FOUND IN ITALY, GERMANY, POLAND AND RUSSIA THOSE THAT PRESENT SCENES
FROMTHE OLD AND NEW TESTAVENTS IN HIGH RELIEF ARE MAINLY FOUND IN GERMANY AND ITALY.

THESE BRONZE SCULPTURES APPEAR TO HAVE ACONNECTION WITH THE ART OF MANUSCRIPT ILLUMINATION BOTH IN
FORMAND SUBJECT MATTER. ROMANESQUE ILLUMINATION HAD AN INSPIRING INFLUENCE ON SCULPTURAL ART THAT
ALSO PROTECTED THE MYSTERIES OF THE CHURCH. THE BRONZE DOORS WERE THE ENTRANCE AND THE THRESHOLD
OF ASACRED EDIFICE AND THEIR REPRESENTATION OF THE STORY OF SALVATION INDICATED MOST IMPRESSIVELY THE
MYSTERY WHICH TOOK PLACE WITHIN. THE DOORS WERE THE BORDERLINE BETWEEN THE EXTERIOR AND THE
INTERIOR; BETWEEN THE PROFANE WORLD AND THE SACRED PRECINCT.



