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THE BASE REPOUSSÉ CHASED WITH FLORAL DESIGNS
CIRCA 1674

SIZE: 13.5CM HIGH, 10CM DIA. – 5¼ INS HIGH, 4 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

ON MAY 29TH 1660 CHARLES II WAS RESTORED TO THE ENGLISH THRONE AND BROUGHT BACK AN ARTISTIC AND
CULTURAL SPRING. THE PEOPLE WERE ‘IN A MERRY MOOD BECAUSE OF THE KING’S COMING’. FOR THE SILVERSMITH

BUSINESS WAS BOOMING. THE MERCHANTS OF ANTWERP AND AMSTERDAM HAD MUCH IN COMMON WITH THE LONDON
TRADERS. A COMMON HATRED OF SPAIN, A PROTESTANT HERITAGE, AND A PURITAN RANGE OF VALUES MEANT THAT THE
DOMESTIC MAGNIFICENCE OF DUTCH SILVER AND DESIGN HAD A READY ACCEPTANCE IN RESTORATION LONDON. LATE
ELIZABETHAN DECORATION HAD INVOLVED FRUIT, FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE AND THE DUTCH STYLES RECAPTURED THE

RICHNESS OF THE PRE-WAR SILVER. LONDON SILVERSMITHS REVIVED OLD STYLES AND PUT NEW IDEAS INTO PRACTICE.
TRADITIONAL PIECES WERE MADE AGAIN AND THERE WERE NEW SORTS OF VESSELS FOR THE FASHIONABLE NEW

BEVERAGES OF TEA, COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE.

 


