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AN EARLY KALEHDOSCOPE

AN EARLY KALEIDOSCOPE
WOOD, PAPER, CARDBOARD, TIN AND GLASS
CIRCA1870
SIZE: 27CMLONG, 7CMDIA —10% INS LONG, 2% INS DIA

LITERATURE

THE KALEIDOSCOPE WAS INVENTED BY SIR DAVID BREWSTER, ASCOTTISH SCIENTIST, IN 1816 AND PATENTED BY HIMIN
1817, BUT IT WAS AN AVERICAN CALLED CHARLES BUSH WHO IMPROVED UPON THE KALEIDOSCOPE AND STARTED AN
UNSTOPPABLE 19TH CENTURY CRAZE FOR THEMWITH THE MANUFACTURE OF A‘PARLOUR’ KALEIDOSCOPE IN THE
EARLY 1870’S.

BREWSTER NAVED HIS INVENTION FROM THE GREEK WORDS KALOS MEANING BEAUTIFUL, EIDOS MEANING FORM AND
SCOPOS MEANING WATCHER; ABEAUTIFUL FORMWATCHER. HIS KALEIDOSCOPE WAS ATUBE CONTAINING LOOSE
PIECES OF COLOURED GLASS REFLECTED BY MRRORS OR GLASS LENSES SET AT ANGLES THAT CREATED PATTERNS
WHEN VIEWED THROUGH THE END OF THE TUBE. ABRILLIANTLY SIMPLE AND FASCINATING DIVERSION INVENTED BY A
MAN WHO ALSO INVENTED THE LENTICULAR STEREOSCOPE, BINOCULAR CAVERA, POLYZONAL LENS, POLARIMETER AND
THE LIGHTHOUSE ILLUMNATOR.



