Finch & C°

AVERY RARE NEW ZEALAND MAORI PARROT PERCH SNARE ‘MUTU KAKA'

AVERY RARE NEW ZEALAND MAORI PARROT PERCH SNARE ‘MUTU KAKA
THE WOODEN PIERCED SHANK TOP CARVED WITH AMASK HEAD, THE REMAINS OF FIBRE ATTACHMENTS WHERE ONCE
THE SNARE WAS THREADED.
PROBABLY PRE-CONTACT. UNTOUCHED OLD SMOOTH DARK BROVWN PATINA
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 24CMHIGH, 24CMDEEP — 9%2INS HIGH, 9%2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE MAORI HUNTERS METHOD OF CATCHING BIRDS WAS BASED PRIMARILY ON AKNOWLEDGE OF THEIR FEEDING
HABITS ON VARIOUS TREES IN THE DIFFERENT SEASONS. PARTICULAR TRAPS AND SNARES WERE EMPLOYED FOR EACH
TYPE OF BIRD. THE PERCH SNARE REQUIRED THE PRESENCE OF THE HUNTER TO PULL THE STRING WHEN ABIRD
ALIGHTED ON THE PERCH AND SO AROUGH CONCEALMENT SHELTER OR HIDE HAD TO BE BUILT IN ASELECTED FOREST
TREE.

INCANTATIONS AND RITUALS ACCOMPANIED THE FIXING OF THE PLATFORMAND THE HUNTER WOULD THEN ATTACH
SHORT CROSS BARS TO SELECTED OUTER BRANCHES OF THE TREE UPON WHICH TO HOOK HIS PERCH SNARES SO
THAT THEY WOULD PROJECT ABOVE THE FOLIAGE AND ATTRACT THE PARROTS TO ALIGHT ON THEM SOMETIMES TAVE
DECOY PARROTS WOULD BE USED TO ATTRACT OTHERS BY MEANS OF THEIR LOUD, SHRILL CALLS. THE HUNTER
WOULD KEEP THEM TETHERED TO HIMBY MEANS OF ASTRING TIED TO ACARVED GREEN-STONE (NEPHRITE) OR WHALE
BONE LEG RING WHICH HE PULLED TO MAKE THEMEMT THEIR CRIES. WHEN AWILD PARROT ALIGHTED ON THE PERCH
THE HUNTER WOULD PULL THE STRING SO THAT THE FIBRE LOOP CAUGHT THE BIRD AROUND THE LEGS AND
IMPRISONED THE PARROT AGAINST THE UPRIGHT HEAD OF THE SHANK. THE HUNTER WOULD THEN UNHOOK THE
SNARE, LIFT IT DOWN, TAKE OUT THE CATCH, RESET THE LOOP SNARE AND HOOK HIS APPARATUS BACK IN POSITION.
THESE PERCH SNARES APPEAR TO BE UNIQUE TO THE MAORI PEOPLE OF NEW ZEALAND, THEIR USE IS NOT RECORDED
ANYWHERE ELSE IN POLYNESIA



