Finch & C°

THREE PRE-HISTORIC LOWER PALAEOLITHIC ALINT HAND AXES

THREE PRE-HISTORIC LOWER PALAEOLITHIC FLINT HAND AXES
ONE WITH A‘ROYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE’ LABEL NUMBERED ‘48’. AHAND WRITTEN LABEL TO THE REVERSE
READING: ‘ST ASHEUL. TREVILLE'S PIT
ANOTHER (THE LARGEST) WITH AHANDWRITTEN LABEL READING ‘ST ASHEUL 1874 TREVILLE'S PIT
CIRCA200-150'000 YEARS OLD
SIZES: 14.5CMLONG — 5% INS LONG (MAX)
11CMLONG — 4% INS LONG (MN.)

LITERATURE

‘WEAPON VERY COMMON AVONGST THE ANCIENT BRITONS' (LABEL FOR AFLINT HAND AXE IN THE SIR HANS SLOANE
COLLECTION)

THE DISCOVERY OF STONE TOOLS DID NOT TAKE PLACE UNTIL THE END OF THE 17TH CENTURY. OF COURSE THEY
WERE NOT UNKNOWN, BUT THEY WERE NOT UNDERSTOOD AS THE PRODUCTS OF HUMAN MANUFACTURE. DESPITE
BIBLICAL REFERENCES TO STONE TOOLS AND THE KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR USE BY THE NATIVE AVERICANS, THE
DISTINCTIVELY SHAPED STONE OBJECTS CONTINUED TO BE CATEGORIZED AS FOSSILS. OLD WORM (DIED 1655)
ILLUSTRATES PERFORATED STONE AXES ALONGSIDE AVARIETY OF NON PRECIOUS, SEM PRECIOUS AND PRECIOUS
STONES IN THE 1655 CATALOGUE OF HIS FAVOUS MUSEUM OF CURIOSITIES IN COPENHAGEN. IN THE TEXT HE
CLASSIFIES THEMAS ‘CERAUNIA OR THUNDERSTONES FORMED FROMLIGHTENING BOLTS HITTING THE EARTH.
HOWEVER, IN 1656 SIR WILLIAMDUGDALE PUBLISHED ABOOK ON THE ANTIQUITIES OF WARWICKSHIRE CONTAINING A
CAREFULLY DRAWN ENGRAVING OF APOLISHED STONE AXE. HE DESCRIBES IT WITHOUT REFERENCE TO CERAUNIAAND
STATES THAT ‘DIVERS FLINT STONES' HAD BEEN FOUND BY PLOUGHING ON THE NORTH PART OF OLDBURY FORT. HE
GOES ON A€! ‘CONSIDERING THERE IS NO FLINT IN ALL THIS PART OF THE COUNTRIE, NOR WITHIN MORE THAN XI MLES
FROMHENCE, THEN BEING AT FIRST SO MADE BY NATIVE BRITAIN'S (SIC) AND PUT IN AHOLE, BOARD (SIC) THROUGH THE
SIDE OF ASTAFF, WERE MADE USE OF FOR WEAPONS. IN AS MUCH AS THEY HAD NOT THEN ATTAINED TO THEIR
KNOWLEDGE OF WORKING IRON OR BRASS TO SUCH USES'.

DUGDALE WAS AREMARKABLE AND OBSERVANT ANTIQUARY, AS THE AXE IS NOW KNOWN TO BE NEOLITHIC, MADE 6000
YEARS AGO BY PEOPLE WHO DID NOT KNOW HOW TO WORK AND USE METAL.



