
A PRE-HISTORIC NATIVE AMERICAN HOPEWELL MOUND PEOPLES STONE
A PRE-HISTORIC NATIVE AMERICAN HOPEWELL MOUND PEOPLES SADDLE SHAPED GRANITE 

BANNER-STONE, AND A DIORITE-GNEISS BIRD-STONE, BOTH USED AS ATLATL WEIGHTS, AND A DOUBLE ENDED
SERPENTINE CHUNKY STONE

CIRCA 1500 – 1000 BC
SIZE: A: ROUND : 7CM DIA. – 2¾ INS DIA.

B: BIRD: 10CM LONG, 4CM WIDE, 4.5CM HIGH – 4 INS LONG, 1½ INS WIDE, 1¾ INS HIGH
C: SADDLE: 8CM LONG, 6.5CM WIDE, 4CM HIGH – 3 INS LONG, 2½ INS WIDE, 1½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

ARCHAIC ATLATL WEIGHTS, BANNER-STONES AND BIRD-STONES HAVE BEEN FOUND FROM THE APPALACHIANS TO IOWA
AND FROM FLORIDA TO THE GREAT LAKES. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE OBJECTS HAS NOT YET BEEN CONCLUSIVELY

PROVEN, BUT MADE OF SUBTLY SHAPED AND POLISHED QUARTZES AND BANDED CLAYSTONES AND OTHER COLOURFUL
MATERIALS OFTEN IMPORTED FROM FARAWAY SOURCES, THESE MINIMAL GEOMETRIC FORMS WERE CLEARLY HIGHLY

VALUED. FUNCTIONING AS WEIGHTS FOR SPEAR THROWERS, WHICH WAS THE PRIMARY WEAPON USED FOR
THOUSANDS OF YEARS BEFORE THE BOW AND ARROW, THE QUALITY OF THEIR CRAFTSMANSHIP SUGGESTS THAT THEY
ALSO SERVED AS EMBLEMS OF PRESTIGE AND STATUS CONFERRED UPON HUNTERS COMING OF AGE AND AS MAGICAL

TALISMANS FOR INCREASING THE SPEAR THROWERS EFFICACY.

 


