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A VERY FINE TIBETAN IRON RITUAL DAGGER ‘PHURBU’

DECORATED WITH THE TRIPLE HEADED DEITY PADMASAMBHAVA FRAMED WITH A CIRCLE OF HUMAN SKULLS
WITH PAINTED INVENTORY NO. 819

17TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 21.5CM LONG – 8½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

TIBETAN BUDDHISTS TOOK OVER THE CUSTOM OF RITUALLY USING POWER CHARGED IMPLEMENTS FROM THE SHAMAN
MAGICIANS OF INDIA AND TIBET. IT IS BELIEVED BY THE MONKS THAT OLD IMPLEMENTS WHICH HAVE BELONGED TO

POWERFUL MAGICIANS OR SAINTS HAVE AN EXTRA POTENCY AND ARE USED FOR EXORCISMS AND FORCEFUL HEALINGS
WHEN REQUIRED. 

SOMETIMES CALLED A MAGIC DAGGER THE PHUR-BU, MEANING SPIKE OR NAIL, IS THE PHYSICAL EMBODIMENT OF THE
COMPELLING POWER OF THE MANTRA HÍ¼M. TIBETAN MONKS PERFORMING RITUALS GESTURE WITH THESE SPIRIT

DAGGERS, EITHER SINGLY OR IN GROUPS, TO ENFORCE THE EFFECT OF MANTRAS OR INVOCATIONS THEY HAVE
UTTERED AND TO DRIVE THE INVOKED ENERGY ON ITS WAY, THUS COMPLETING THE CEREMONIES.

 


