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A CURIOUS AND INTERESTING GLDED CAST IRON MODEL OF A ‘WELSH GOLD NUGGET’

ACURIOUS AND INTERESTING GILDED CAST IRON MODEL OF A‘'WELSH GOLD NUGGET
FROMTHE COLLECTION OF THE CHARLATAN ‘PRINCE OF MATUA AND MONTFERRAT
AHANDWRITTEN LABEL ATTACHED READING ‘FAC . SIMLE OF GREAT NUGGET PRESENTED BY THE WELSH MINERS TO
THE PRINCE OF MATUA AND MONTFERRAT 1879. ORIGINAL WORTH £ 300 . FOUND IN GWYNFYNYDD’
CIRCA1879
SIZE: 11CMHIGH, 7.5CMWDE — 4" INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE SELF STYLED PRINCE OF MATUAAND MONTFERRAT WAS IN FACT BORN CHARLES OTTLEY GROOMNAPIER IN
MERCHISTON, TOBAGO IN 1839. SON OF AWEALTHY SUGAR PLANTATION OWNER HE DEVELOPED AN EARLY INTEREST IN
NATURAL HISTORY. IN THE 1870’S HE BEGAN CALLING HIMSELF THE PRINCE OF MANTUA AND MONTFERRAT WITH
SUBSIDIARY TITLES AS PRINCE OF FERRERA NEVERS, RETHEL AND ALENI§ON; BARON DE TABAGO; AND MASTER OF
LENNOX KILMAHEW AND MERCHISTON. IN 1879 HE HELD ALAVISH BANQUET FOR 7000 GUESTS IN ASPECIALLY
CONSTRUCTED PAVILION AT GREENWICH, THE WALLS OF WHICH WERE HUNG WITH 700 ILLUMNATED LEAVES OF
VELLUMILLUSTRATING HIS INVENTED PEDIGREE. APASSIONATE COLLECTOR OF MINERALS, PLANTS AND OTHER
CURICSITIES HE ACQUIRED ALARGE COLLECTION OF MINERALS AND FOSSILS BETWEEN 1850 AND 1890. HIS FOSSIL
COLLECTION IS NOW IN THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUMIN PERTH AND ALARGE PART OF HIS HERBARIUMIS
PRESERVED IN BOLTON MUSEUM HE DIED IN 1894 IN MAIDAVALE, HIS DEATH BEING REGISTERED AS THAT OF CHARLES
DE BOURBON D’ESTE PALEOLOGUES GONZAGA, PRINCE OF MANTUAAND MONTFERRAT.
WELSH GOLD HAS BEEN MINED SINCE ROMAN TIMES AND IS EASILY EXTRACTED AS IT IS FOUND IN SEAMS OR LODES LIKE
COAL, AND CAN YIELD UP TO 30 OUNCES PER TON. THE GWYNFYNYDD GOLD MNE IN DOLGELLAU OPENED IN THE 1860°'S
AND HAS RECENTLY BEEN RESTORED TO FULL PRODUCTION. IT HAS PROVED TO BE ONE OF THE RICHEST GOLD MINES
IN BRITAN WITH ARECORDED OUTPUT OF 2000 OUNCES OF FINE GOLD SINCE 1884. TRADITIONALLY THE BRITISH ROYAL
FAMLY S WEDDING RINGS ARE ALWAYS MADE FROMWELSH GOLD, WHICH UNLIKE ANY OTHER HAS ADISTINCTIVE
REDDISH TINT.



