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‘ARLKWA TREE’ 1989

SYNTHETIC POLYMER POWDER PAINT ON CANVAS

SIZE: 152 CM HIGH, 91.5 CM WIDE – 59¾ INS HIGH, 36INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

PAINTED AT UTOPIA STATION BY JOY KNGWARREYE OF THE ALYAWARRE TRIBE, THIS PAINTING IS OF AN ARKLKWA TREE,
ITS FLOWERS, ROOTS AND LEAVES AND AN EAGLE-HAWK. IN THE CENTRE OF THE CANVAS SIT TWO WOMEN GRINDING

THE EDIBLE ARLKWA SEEDS ON A STONE.
UTOPIA IS AN ABORIGINAL OWNED CATTLE PROPERTY NORTH WEST OF ALICE SPRINGS WHICH HAS FOURTEEN

OUTSTATIONS. EACH IS AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONTROLLED COMMUNITY LIVING A TRADITIONAL HUNTING AND
GATHERING LIFESTYLE UTILIZING SELECTED MODERN TECHNOLOGY. THE WOMEN OF UTOPIA BEGAN PAINTING ON

CANVAS IN 1958 BUT THEY HAD BEEN PRODUCING BATIK FOR SEVERAL YEARS PREVIOUSLY AND THE INFLUENCE OF
THESE DESIGNS CAN BE SEEN IN THIS PAINTING.

 


