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98 A ANE FRENCH SILVER AND BLOODSTONE AGATE TWO PRONGED SERVING OR CARVING FORK

98 AFINE FRENCH SILVER AND BLOODSTONE AGATE TWO PRONGED SERVING OR CARVING FORK, THE
HANDLE OVERLAID WITH SILVER GILT CAGE-WORK DECORATED WITH GAVBOLLING CHERUBS AND WITH AWHITE AND
GOLD ENAVEL BAND INSCRIBED ‘AMTIE’

LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19 CMLONG-7"2LONG

LITERATURE

IN THE LATE 17TH CENTURY THE NEW FRENCH FASHION FOR ‘DI®NER INTIVE BEGAN TO SUPPLEMENT THE HIGHLY
CEREMONIAL PRINCELY FEAST.

AROYAL HOUSEHOLD WOULD HAVE OFFICERS OF NOBLE BIRTH AS USHERS, CARVERS AND SEWERS WHOSE DUTIES
COMBINED THAT OF HEAD-WAITER AND WINE-TASTER, ALL ATTENDING AT ABANQUET. AT THE CORONATION FEAST OF
ANN BOLEYN THE SEWER WAS THE EARL OF SUSSEXAND THE CARVER, THE EARL OF ESSEXWHO CARVED 28 FIRST
COURSES, 24 SECOND COURSES AND 33 THIRD COURSE DISHES !.

THE ART OF CARVING WAS THEN AVITAL COURTLY SKILL AS ROYAL FEASTS WOULD CONSIST ALMOST ENTIRELY OF
ROAST MEATS. IN 1581 ATREATISE ON THE ART OF CARVING ‘IL TRICIANTE” WAS PUBLISHED IN VENICE. IT REVEALED
THAT THERE EXISTED DIFFERENT NATIONAL HABITS OF CARVING WHICH INFLUENCED THE SHAPE OF THE IMPLEMENTS.
SERVING AND CARVING CUTLERY BECAVE PART OF THE SPECTACLE OF THESE FEASTS AND WAS THUS OFTEN THE
FINEST MOUNTED AND THE MOST SPLENDIDLY DECORATED OF ALL THE CUTLERY.



