Finch & C°

ARARE SHELL OCTOPUS LURE ‘POREHO’ FROM TAHITI, THE SOCIETY ISLANDS

ARARE SHELL OCTOPUS LURE ‘POREHO FROMTAHITI, THE SOCIETY ISLANDS,
POLYNESIA
WOOD, COWRY AND PEARL SHELL, FIBRE
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 29.5 CMLONG - 112INS LONG
SEE FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 3, ITEMNO. 43, FOR AHAWAIIAN ISLANDS OCTOPUS LURE AND SINKER

LITERATURE

THE 18TH CENTURY COLLECTOR AND DEALER GEORGE HUMPHREY STATES THAT THESE WERE A ‘BAIT OR DECOY USED
IN FISHING MADE ON THE BACKS OF COWRY SHELLS IN IMTATION OF SOME ANIMAL, THE HEAD IS FORMED OF ACOWRY
SHELL AND IT HAS ADOUBLE TAIL MADE IN ASQUARE FORMOF PLAITED TWINE CURIOUSLY DONE A€!.. FROMTHE
SOCIETYISLES'.

IRMGARD MOSCHNER NOTES ( DIE WIENER COOK — SAVMLUNG 1955 PG. 191 ) ‘ONE SAILED WITH THE BOAT PAST THE
CORAL REEF CAVES WHERE THE OCTOPUS WAITED FOR THEIR PREY, LET THE LURES HANG OVER BOARD AND TUGGED
AT THE LINE. THE OCTOPUS SUCKED FIRMLY ONTO THE SUPPOSED PREY AND WERE THEN PULLED UP INTO THE BOAT .



