Finch & C°

AMBRYM ISLAND PLAITED ABRE BOUND DOUBLE BOAR'S TUSK PENDANT ORNAMENT

AFINE NEWHEBRIDES, VANUATU, AVBRYMISLAND PLAITED FIBRE BOUND DOUBLE BOAR'S
TUSK PENDANT ORNAVENT
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 18 CMWIDE, 20 CMLONG—7 INS WIDE, 8 INS LONG
CF A1903 PHOTOGRAPH, (F6092), TAKEN BY COUNT RUDOLF FESTETICS OF TOLNAON HIS VOYAGE TO VANUATU, OF AN
AVBRYMWOMAN WEARING A SIMLAR PENDANT AROUND HER NECK THAT IS NOW IN THE HUNGARIAN NATIONAL
MUSEUMS ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION, BUDAPEST

LITERATURE

IT HAS BEEN ASSERTED THAT CAPTAIN COOK INTRODUCED PIGS INTO THE PACIFIC ON HIS VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY BUT
ACCORDING TO LOCAL KNOWLEDGE THE FINE TUSKED BOARS OF VANUATU ARE MELANESIAN PIGS AND INDIGENOUS TO
THE ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC RIMARE NOT DESCENDED FROMEUROPEAN STOCK. TUSKER PIGS ARE ADISTANT
SPECIES ‘SUB PAPUENSIS'.

IN VANUATU TUSKS ARE ASIGN OF AMAN OF RANK AND CONSEQUENTLY THE MOST VALUABLE PIGS ARE NOT THE
BIGGEST, BUT THOSE WITH THE BEST DEVELOPED TUSKS. IT IS LITTLE REALISED THAT THESE TUSKS ARE DUE TO
VANUATU TRIBAL INTERVENTION. AJUVENILE PIG IS TAKEN AT ABOUT 12 MONTHS OLD AND SECURED WITH ASTRIP OF
VINE OR ROPE. ASHORT WOODEN STICK IS FORCED BETWEEN ITS JAWS AND AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AHAMVER AND
FILE IS USED TO KNOCK OUT ITS TWO UPPER CANINES. THESE ARE THROVWN AWAY AND THE TWO CAVITIES ARE PACKED
WITH SOFT EARTH, HERBS AND LEAVES. OVER SEVERAL YEARS, USUALLY AROUND EIGHT, THE TWO EMERGING LOWER
TUSKS DEVELOP UNIMPEDED INTO FULL CIRCLES. THESE VALUABLE BOARS ARE KEPT IN ENCLOSURES, FED SCRAPS
FROMTHE KITCHEN AND OFTEN GIVEN COCONUTS. AVANUATU PROVERB ADMONISHES ‘A CHIEF FEEDS HIS PIGS'.



