
A LOANGO, WEST AFRICAN, KONGO PEOPLES CARVED IVORY TUSK
A LOANGO, WEST AFRICAN, KONGO PEOPLES CARVED IVORY TUSK

DEPICTING A COUPLE MAKING LOVE, A MAN WITH A MEGAPHONE AND ONE WITH A UMBRELLA, ANOTHER WITH DRUMS 
LATE 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 51.5 CM HIGH – 20¼ INS HIGH 
SEE FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 2, ITEM NO. 73, CATALOGUE NO. 4, ITEM NO. 52, CATALOGUE NO. 5, ITEM NO. 64, AND

CATALOGUE NO. 8, ITEM NO. 88, FOR OTHER EXAMPLES

 
LITERATURE

HAVING THEIR ORIGINS IN THE AFRO PORTUGUESE CARVINGS OF THE 15TH CENTURY, THESE LOANGO TUSKS ARE
ALWAYS RELIEF CARVED IN A SPIRAL BAND. THIS ACTS AS A GROUND-LINE FOR THE PROCESSION OF FIGURES AND

ANIMALS, SEEN IN PROFILE, THAT TRAVEL SINGLE FILE TO THE TIP OF THE TUSK WHICH IS OFTEN DECORATED WITH A
FEMALE HEAD OR FIGURE. 

IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT THE SPIRALLING PATTERN HAS A LONG HISTORY IN THE KONGO REGION AND ALLUDES
TO THE PATH OF REINCARNATION THAT THE PEOPLE BELIEVE THE DEAD FOLLOW FROM EARTH TO ANCESTRAL REALM

AND BACK AGAIN TO BE REBORN.

 


