
A CHINESE BLACK RIVER BOULDER, A ‘MOSHI’ OR INK ROCK
A CHINESE BLACK RIVER BOULDER, A ‘MOSHI’ OR INK ROCK

WITH A NATURAL WATER WORN SMOOTH SURFACE RESEMBLING A MOUNTAINOUS LANDSCAPE
A SCHOLARS OBJECT

SIZE: 51 CM LONG, 33 CM DEEP, 23 CM HIGH – 20 INS LONG, 13 INS DEEP, 9 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

VALUED BY CHINESE SCHOLARS SINCE EARLY TIMES FOR THEIR SHAPES, COLOURS AND TEXTURES, ROCKS ARE WELL
DOCUMENTED DURING THE TANG DYNASTY ( 618-907 A.D ) IN POEMS AND PAINTINGS. DURING THIS PERIOD THERE WAS A

WELL DEVELOPED TRADITION OF ‘CONTAINER’ GARDENING, AND OF ‘TRAY LANDSCAPES’ WHICH COMBINED SMALL
ROCKS AND PLANTS TO FORM MINIATURE LANDSCAPES. LARGER ROCKS WERE OFTEN PRESENTED AS RELIGIOUS

OFFERINGS AND APPEAR IN PAINTINGS TOGETHER WITH BASINS FILLED WITH STONES AND CORAL BRANCHES. 
BY THE SONG DYNASTY INFORMATION ON THE DISPLAY OF ROCKS WITHOUT PLANTS IS GIVEN BY DU WAN IN HIS ‘CLOUD
FORREST STONE RECORDS’ DATED TO 1130; ‘IF LARGE THEY MAY BE SET OUT IN GARDEN AND HOSPICE; IF SMALL THEY

MAY BE PLACED ON A TABLE OR STAND’. MORE ADVICE IS GIVEN FOR ‘TAIHU’ STONES WHICH BEGINS WITH A
DESCRIPTION OF SPECIMENS ‘UP TO 50 FEET HIGH’ AND CONTINUES WITH STONES ABOUT A FOOT IN HEIGHT WHICH

‘ARE SUITABLE FOR DISPLAY BY A BALCONY RAILING’.
THE MING ATTITUDE TOWARDS ROCKS WAS THAT THEY SHOULD BE ENJOYED. THE ROCK SHOULD BE MANIPULATED AND

TURNED TO REVEAL FANTASTICAL IMAGES AND IMAGINARY LANDSCAPES CONTAINED WITHIN THE ROCK SHOULD BE
DISCOVERED. BY THE TIME OF THE QING DYNASTY SCHOLARS WERE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN LOOKING FOR AND FINDING
ROCKS, AND PLACING THEM, IF LARGE, AS AN ADJUNCT TO A GARDEN OR DISTINGUISHED WITH A STAND IF SMALL AND

PLACED IN THE SCHOLARS STUDIO.

 


