
A FINE CHINESE BLACK 'DUAN' STONE INKSTONE
A FINE CHINESE BLACK ‘DUAN’ STONE INKSTONE OF BRICK FORM WITH A ZITAN WOOD COVER

18TH CENTURY – QING DYNASTY 1736 -95 
SIZE: 15 CM LONG, 9 CM WIDE, 3.5 CM HIGH – 6 INS LONG, 3½ INS WIDE, 1½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

A GOOD INKSTONE WAS ONE OF THE 'FOUR TREASURES' OF THE CHINESE SCHOLARS STUDIO, AND THEY WERE
CHERISHED TO BE HANDED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS.

THE INKSTONE WAS AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL OF THE CHINESE SCHOLAR, NEEDED TO PROVIDE THE SURFACE UPON
WHICH THE INKSTICK IS GROUND AND MIXED WITH WATER TO FORM THE INK SOLUTION USED IN PAINTING AND WRITING.
THE STONE ITSELF WAS SELECTED FOR TEXTURE AND FOR THE DEGREE OF FRICTION CREATED WHEN THE INKSTICK

WAS RUBBED ONTO ITS SURFACE. MANY SCHOLARS BELIEVED THAT IN THE PROCESS OF GRINDING A LITTLE BIT OF THE
STONE IS ALSO GROUND INTO THE INK SOLUTION ENHANCING ITS COLOUR AND SUBSTANCE. 'DUAN' STONE IS REPUTED

TO GENERATE AND MAINTAIN MOISTURE WHEN THE INK IS GROUND ON ITS SURFACE, THEREBY CONTROLLING THE
DEGREE OF ABSORPTION AND EVAPORATION OF THE INK.

 


