
A RARE PAIR OF NATIVE AMERICAN SOUTHERN GREAT LAKES INDIAN, MAN'S FLAP LEGGINGS
A RARE PAIR OF NATIVE AMERICAN SOUTHERN GREAT LAKES INDIAN, MAN’S FLAP LEGGINGS 

OF TANNED DEER SKIN PAINTED WITH RED OCHRE AND BLACK SOOT DIAGONAL LINES, DECORATED WITH SILK RIBBON
FRINGED WITH BEADED TASSELS WITH WOOL TUFTS, THE BORDER EDGED WITH WHITE SEED BEADS. TUFTS OF HUMAN

HAIR LOCKS AND FEATHERS TIED WITH RED STROUD SEWN INTO THE BEADED SIDE PANELS
SAUK AND FOX OR KICKAPOO TRIBE 

CIRCA 1850 – 60 
SIZE: 122 CM LONG – 32 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE TRADITIONAL RED OCHRE AND BLACK SOOT DESIGN OF DIAGONAL LINES DRAWN ON THESE HIDE LEGGINGS
PROBABLY SIGNIFY COUPS THAT THE WARRIOR OWNER HAD ENGAGED AND BEEN WOUNDED IN. RED IS USED TO

REPRESENT BLOOD, LIFE AND THE EARTH. BLACK REPRESENTS, DEATH AND DARKNESS. REGALIA OF THIS TYPE WOULD
HAVE DISTINGUISHED THE WEARER PROCLAIMING HIS ACHIEVEMENT AND TRIBAL STANDING.

SILK RIBBON APPLIQUÉ WAS POPULAR WITH SOUTHERN GREAT LAKES TRIBES AND THE TECHNIQUES OF THE SILK
RIBBON APPLIQUÉ AND GLASS HEAD EMBROIDERY USED ON THESE LEGGINGS ILLUSTRATES THEIR EARLY DATE AS

THESE TIGHT , HIGHLY ORGANISED DESIGNS LATER BECAME INCREASINGLY BOLD AND EXTRAVAGANT. SHINY SILK TRADE
RIBBON HAD A LUMINOUS SURFACE THAT WAS ADMIRED FOR ITS SIMILARITY TO SHELL AND COPPER AND APPEALED AS
MUCH AS THE LUSTROUS QUALITY OF THE EUROPEAN GLASS SEED BEADS. IT IS INTERESTING THAT IN 1789 WHEN THE
FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY REGIME LEGISLATED FOR SIMPLICITY IN DRESS, AN ABUNDANCE OF SILK RIBBON THAT WAS

NO LONGER FASHIONABLE IN FRANCE ENTERED NORTH AMERICA

 


