
A COLLECTION OF FIVE SOUTH AMERICAN HUMMING BIRDS
A COLLECTION OF FIVE SOUTH AMERICAN HUMMING BIRDS

EACH WITH AN OLD COLLECTION LABEL – ONE READING ‘EXPLORATION OF CF UNDERWOOD IN COSTA RICA BORUCA
JUNE 28 1906’

EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
SIZES: 21 CM LONG – 8¼ INS LONG ( MAX ) – 7.5 CM LONG – 3 INS LONG ( MIN ) 

A: SWORD BILLED HUMMINGBIRD – ENISFERA ENISFERA
B: STREAMERTAIL – TROCHILUS POLYTMUS

C: GOULDS VIOLET EAR – COLIBRI CORUSCANS
D: BEE HUMMINGBIRD – CALYPTE HELANAE

E: GEOFFROYS WEDGEBILL – SCHISTES GEOFFROYI

 
LITERATURE

HUMMINGBIRDS ARE THE WORLDS SMALLEST BIRDS CONSISTING OF 319 SPECIES THAT COMBINE BRILLIANT COLOUR
WITH DIMINUTIVE SIZE. THEIR WINGS BEAT SO FAST IN FLIGHT THEY PRODUCE THE HUMMING SOUND RESPONSIBLE FOR

THEIR NAME. THEIR MOVING WINGS ARE PRACTICALLY INVISIBLE; JUST A BLUR TO THE HUMAN EYE. THEY HAVE A
SPECIALISED LONG BILL DESIGNED FOR REMOVING NECTAR FROM FLOWERS AND THIS VARIES OFTEN TO MATCH THE
SHAPE OF THE FLOWERS AT WHICH THE BIRDS FEED. THEY ALSO FEED ON INSECTS AS ENERGY RICH NECTAR ALONE

DOES NOT CONTAIN ENOUGH PROTEIN. 
SO BRILLIANT AND GEM LIKE ARE THESE TINY BIRDS THAT AT ONE TIME THE VICTORIANS USED THEM FOR JEWELLERY

AND THE TRADE IN THEM WAS TREMENDOUS. DURING THE 19TH CENTURY ONE LONDON DEALER IMPORTED MORE THAN
400’000 SKINS FROM THE WEST INDIES IN ONE YEAR ALONE. BOGOTA’S COLOMBIA WAS THE CENTRE OF THIS TRADE AND

‘BOGOTA’S TRADE SKINS’ FORM THE NUCLEUS OF MANY SCIENTIFIC COLLECTIONS OF HUMMINGBIRDS STILL IN
EXISTENCE. SOME DISTINCTIVE SPECIES ARE STILL KNOWN ONLY FROM ONE OR TWO SUCH EARLY COLLECTED

SPECIMENS AND HAVE YET TO BE FOUND IN THE FIELD BY ORNITHOLOGIST’S.

 


