Finch & C°

A SET OF TEN NORTHERN INDIAN EROTIC PAINTINGS

ASET OF TEN NORTHERN INDIAN EROTIC PAINTINGS
GOUACHE ON PAPER TAKEN FROMALEDGER, THE REVERSE OF ONE READING ‘GUARD’S ROAD GUIDANCE FOR PARCELS
AND LUGGAGE’ WITH INK INSCRIPTIONS DETAILING CARGO TRAVELLING BY RAL TO DELHI FROMLAHORE AND OTHER
INDIAN RAILWAY STATIONS
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 26.5 CMHIGH, 19.5 CMWIDE — 10%2 INS HIGH, 7% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE NUMEROUS SEM-INDEPENDENT HINDU RULERS OF THE KINGDOMS OF RAJASTHAN, CENTRAL INDIAAND THE
PUNJAB HILLS RETAINED TO SOME EXTENT THEIR BOLD PRE MUGHAL TRADITIONS OF DEVOTIONAL AND POETICAL
MANUSCRIPT ILLUMNATION, BUT WERE EXTENSIVELY INFLUENCED BY THE MUGHAL STYLE OF COURT PORTRAITURE.
THIS WIDESPREAD INFLUENCE OF THE IMPERIAL COURT STYLE THROUGHOUT NORTHERN INDIABECAVE TO SOMVE
EXTENT AUNIFYING FACTOR IN THE DIVERSITY OF REGIONAL PRODUCTION. IT WAS AMORE NATURALISTIC VISION THAN
HAD PREVAILED BEFORE IN INDIAN ART AND ITS CONVENTIONS WERE FREELY INTERPRETED BY PROVINCIAL HINDU
ARTISTS WHO WERE ALSO ROOTED IN THEIR OWN LONGSTANDING TRADITIONS OF PAINTING.

EROTIC PAINTING WAS THUS INFLUENCED BY THE MUSLIMMOGHAL CONQUEST, BUT FOR RELIGIOUS REASONS THERE
WAS NO CORRESPONDING SCHOOL OF PAINTING IN THE ARAB WORLD. PAINTINGS SUCH AS THESE WERE OFTEN
PRODUCED TO ILLUSTRATE THE ANCIENT HINDU TEXT OF THE 'KARMA SUTRA.



