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LITERATURE

FOR CENTURIES PEOPLE BELIEVED THE UNICORN EXISTED AND EVEN TODAY THIS SOLITARY ANIMAL, THAT CANNOT BE
CAPTURED BY FORCE, BUT ONLY BY THE LURE OF A VIRGIN, STILL INHABITS THE DISTANT EDGES OF OUR MENTAL

GEOGRAPHY. FROM THE EAST THE STORY OF THE UNICORN SPREAD TO THE WEST WHERE IT WAS FIRST DESCRIBED IN
THE 4TH CENTURY BC BY CTESIAS Â€¦ 'THERE ARE IN INDIA CERTAIN WILD ASSES WHICH ARE AS LARGE AS HORSES AND
EVEN LARGER. THEIR BODIES ARE WHITE, THEIR HEADS DARK RED, AND THEIR EYES DARK BLUE. THEY HAVE A HORN IN
THE MIDDLE OF THE FOREHEAD THAT IS ABOUT A FOOT AND A HALF IN LENGTH Â€¦.. THE BASE OF THIS HORN, FOR SOME
TWO HANDS-BREADTH ABOVE THE BROW IS PURE WHITE, THE UPPER PART IS SHARP AND OF A VIVID CRIMSON; AND THE

REMAINDER IS BLACK. THOSE WHO DRINK FROM THESE HORNS, MADE INTO DRINKING VESSELS ARE NOT SUBJECT,
THEY SAY, TO CONVULSIONS OR TO THE FALLING SICKNESS. INDEED THEY ARE IMMUNE EVEN TO POISONS Â€¦.. THE
ANIMAL IS EXCEEDINGLY SWIFT AND POWERFUL, SO THAT NO CREATURE, NEITHER THE HORSE OR ANY OTHER, CAN



OVERTAKE IT'.

 


